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The service of Holy Communion lies at the heart of Christian worship.  In this act, 

we set forth the amazing truth of God's love for us, seen in the Life, Death and 

Resurrection of Jesus, and receive Him into our lives as we partake of the bread 

and the wine. 

 

To prepare yourselves to celebrate God's wonderful love, do take 

time before the service to sit quietly, reflect on the last few days and 

offer all that you feel and all that you are to God.   

 

You may like to use the following for reflection:  

 
The Comfortable Words 

 

Hear the words of comfort our Saviour Jesus Christ says to all 

who truly turn to Him: Come to me, all who labour and are 

heavy laden and I will give you rest. 

Matthew 11.28 

 

God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, 

so that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life. 

John 3.16 

 

Hear what Saint Paul says: This saying is true and worthy of full 

acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 

sinners. 

1 Timothy.15 

 

Hear what Saint John says: If anyone sins, we have an advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is the 

propitiation for our sins. 

1 John2.1 
 

The material in this service is © The Archbishops’ Council or reproduced with permission. 

All our services are authorised or allowed by the House of Bishops 
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The Gathering 
 

The ministers take their seats before the service and all keep a time of 

silence 
 

A minister greets the people with these or other words 

 

The Greeting 
 In the name of the Father,  

 and of the Son, 

 and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen 
 

 The Lord be with you 

All and also with you 

 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said. 
 

Notices and Banns of Marriage may be read here or at The Dismissal. 
 

A Hymn may be sung 

Breathe on me, breath of God (MP67) 

1  Breathe on me, breath of God, 

    fill me with life anew, 

    that I may love what Thou dost love, 

    and do what Thou wouldst do. 

2  Breathe on me, breath of God, 

    until my heart is pure, 

    until with Thee I will one will, 

    to do and to endure. 

3  Breathe on me, breath of God, 

    till I am wholly Thine, 

    until this earthly part of me 

    glows with Thy fire divine. 
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4  Breathe on me, breath of God, 

    so shall I never die, 
    but live with Thee the perfect life 

    of Thine eternity. 

Words by Edwin Hatch 

Music by Robert Jackson 

 

Prayer of Preparation  
 

The people may be invited to share thoughts for  

thanksgiving and prayer and this prayer may be said 
 

 Almighty God 

All to whom all hearts are open 

 all desires known, 

 and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

 that we may perfectly love you,  

 and worthily magnify your holy name: 

 through Christ our Lord.  

 Amen.    

Our children may leave for their own worship and activity and a prayer may 

be said 

 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

The Summary of the Law is read 

 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

 

 The first commandment is this: 

 ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
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 with all your soul, with all your mind, 

 and with all your strength.’ 
 

 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

 There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the 

prophets. 

All Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

A minister uses these words or another seasonal invitation to confession. 

 

God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 

to save us from our sins, 

to be our advocate in heaven, 

and to bring us to eternal life. 

 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 

firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 

and to live in love and peace with all. 

 

 Most merciful God, 

All Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 we confess that we have sinned 

 in thought, word and deed. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

 We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

 In your mercy 

 forgive what we have been, 

 help us to amend what we are, 

 and direct what we shall be; 

 that we may do justly, 
 love mercy,  

 and walk humbly with you, our God. 

 Amen. 
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The Presiding Minister says these or other words of absolution 
 

 Almighty God, 

 who forgives all who truly repent, 

 have mercy upon you, 

 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

 and keep you in life eternal; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The Gloria 
 

The Gloria in excelsis may be said or sung 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

Almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks 

We praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father 
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Amen. 

 

The Collect 
 

A period of silent prayer precedes the collect  

and words of introduction may be used 

 

The Collect of the day or another Collect is said 

 

All Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings 
 

Either one or two readings precede the Gospel reading 

 

At the end of each the reader may say 

 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

A Hymn may be sung 

Lord, Thy word abideth (MP446) 

1  Lord, Thy word abideth, 

    and our footsteps guideth; 

    who its truth believeth 

    light and joy receiveth. 

2  Who can tell the pleasure, 

    who recount the treasure, 
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    by Thy word imparted 

    to the simple-hearted? 

3  When the storms are o’er us, 

    and dark clouds before us, 

    then its light directeth, 

    and our way protecteth. 

4  When our foes are near us, 

    then Thy word doth cheer us, 

    word of consolation, 

    message of salvation. 

5  Word of mercy, giving 

    succour to the living; 

    word of life, supplying 

    comfort to the dying. 

6  O that we discerning 

    its most holy learning, 

    Lord, may love and fear Thee, 

    evermore be near Thee! 

Words by Henry Williams Baker 

Music arranged by William Henry Monk 

Gospel Reading 
 

We stand for the Gospel reading 

 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 

All Glory to you, O Lord 
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At the end 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
 

There may be a sermon, short talk or other response to the Gospel. 

 

The Creed or Affirmation of Faith 
 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

All I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
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The prayers usually include these concerns and may follow this sequence: 
•  

• The Church of Christ 

• Creation, human society, the Sovereign and those in authority 

• The local community 

• Those who suffer 

• The communion of saints 
•  

One of these or another suitable response may be used 

 

 Lord, in your mercy         or Lord, hear us 

 Hear our prayer Lord, graciously hear us 

 

At the end, these words may be used 

 

 Merciful Father 

 accept these prayers 

  for the sake of your Son, 

  our Saviour Jesus Christ.       

 Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Peace 
 

The presiding minister introduces the Peace with these or other words 
 

 The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

 and said, ‘Peace be with you’ 

 Then they were glad when they saw the Lord.   

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

All and also with you. 
 

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace 
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All now exchange a sign of peace 

 

Preparation of the Table 
 

An Offertory Hymn may be sung 

 

How sweet the name of Jesus (MP251) 

1  How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

    in a believer’s ear! 

    It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 

    and drives away his fear. 

2  It makes the wounded spirit whole, 

    and calms the troubled breast; 

    ’tis manna to the hungry soul, 

    and to the weary rest. 

3  Dear name! the rock on which I build, 

    my shield and hiding-place, 

    my never-failing treasury, filled 

    with boundless stores of grace. 

4  Jesus! my shepherd, brother, friend, 

    my Prophet, Priest and King; 

    my Lord, my life, my way, my end, 

    accept the praise I bring. 

5  Weak is the effort of my heart, 

    and cold my warmest thought; 

    but when I see Thee as Thou art, 

    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 
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6  Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

    with every fleeting breath; 
    and may the music of Thy name 

    refresh my soul in death! 

Words by John Newton 

Music by Alexander Robert Reinagle 

 
 

The Communion table is prepared, and the gifts of the people are gathered 

and presented.  The bread and wine may be brought forward. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord is here 

All His Spirit is with us 
 

 Lift up your hearts 

All We lift them to the Lord 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

All It is right to give thanks and praise 

 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 

When we turned away 

you did not reject us, 

but came to meet us in your Son. 

All    You embraced us as your children 

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

 

In Christ you shared our life 

that we might live in him and he in us. 

 

All    He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
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and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

 
On the night he was betrayed, 

at supper with his friends 

he took bread, and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

All    Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his body is the bread of life. 
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 

he gave you thanks, and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

All    Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his blood is shed for all. 

 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 

send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 

All    As we eat and drink these holy gifts 

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

 

With your whole Church throughout the world 

we offer you this sacrifice of praise 

and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Sit or kneel.  There may be a period of silence at the end of the Prayer. 
 

The Lords’ Prayer 
The presiding minister invites all to pray 

 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
The presiding minister breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

 Because we all share in one bread. 

 

We say or sing the ‘Agnus Dei’: 

 

All Lamb of God, 

 you take away the sin of the world, 

 have mercy on us. 
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 Lamb of God, 

 you take away the sin of the world, 
 have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, 

 you take away the sin of the world, 

 grant us peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
 

All who wish to are welcome to make their Communion here.  

 

If you do not wish to receive Communion but wish to come forward and 
receive a blessing, please bring this service sheet or indicate this to the 

Minister in another way. 

 

A Minister may invite the people to share Communion using these or other 

words: 

 

This is the table, not of the Church, but of God. 

It is to be made ready for those who love God 

and who want to love God more. 

So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, 

you who have been here often  

and you who have not been for a long time, 

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 

Come, not because I invite you: it is God, and it is God’s will 

that you who want God should meet God here. 

During the distribution of Communion hymns or anthems may be sung. 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept 



16 
 

 

The Post Communion or another suitable prayer may be said. 
 

This prayer may also be said 
 

 Almighty God,  

All We thank you for feeding us 

 with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

 Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

 to be a living sacrifice. 

 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

 to live and work to your praise and glory.    

 Amen 
 

The Dismissal 
 

A Hymn may be sung 

Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour (MP431) 

1  Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour, 

    glorious first-born from the dead, 

    You alone our strong defender, 

    lifting up Your people’s head. 

        Alleluia, alleluia, 

    Jesus, true and living bread! 

2  Prince of life, for us now living, 

    by Your body souls are healed; 

    Prince of peace, Your pardon giving, 

    by Your blood our peace is sealed. 

        Alleluia, alleluia, 

    Word of God in flesh revealed. 

3  Paschal Lamb! Your offering, finished 

    once for all when You were slain, 

    in its fulness undiminished 
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    shall for evermore remain, 

        Alleluia, alleluia, 

    cleansing souls from every stain. 

4  Great High Priest of our profession, 

    through the veil You entered in, 

    by Your mighty intercession 

    grace and mercy there to win, 

        Alleluia, alleluia, 

    only sacrifice for sin. 

5  Life-imparting heavenly manna, 

    stricken rock with streaming side, 

    heaven and earth with loud hosanna 
    worship You, the Lamb who died, 

        Alleluia, alleluia, 

    risen, ascended, glorified! 

Words by George Hugh Bourne 

Music by George Clement Martin 

 
 

Notices and Banns of Marriage may be read here or at The Gathering. 
 

The presiding minister may use a seasonal blessing, these or other words 

 The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
 keep your hearts and minds 

 in the knowledge and love of God, 

 and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 and the blessing of God almighty, 

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen, 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
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All In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

The Ministers and people depart 
 

Please join us for refreshments in the Church Community Centre  

after the service. 
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