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PARTNERS  
weekly newsletter 

Dear Friends,   
 

This Sunday we are celebrating the Feast of St James. James the 
Great, also known as James, son of Zebedee or as Saint James the 
Greater. was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. Saint James is the 
patron saint of Spain and, according to tradition, his remains are 
held in Santiago de Compostela in Galicia. 
 

The Camino de Santiago, known in English as the Way of St. James, 
is a    network of pilgrims' ways or pilgrimages leading to the shrine 
of the apostle Saint James the Great in the cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela in Galicia in northwestern Spain, where tradition holds 
that the remains of the saint are buried. 
 

In our Benefice, Carol and Julian Sims, who worship at Hyde, will be 
walking the last 100km (70 miles) of the Camino de Santiago in 
Spain in aid of   Traidcraft Exchange.  They are walking on a self-
funded basis with a group of 15 or so others from throughout the 
UK so any funds donated will go to support Traidcraft Exchange’s 
‘Regenerators’ project.  
 

The scallop shell is a symbol of the Way of Saint James the Great 
and there is a wide variety of stories, legends, and myths about 
their origin. Some  people say that the association of the scallop 
shell with the pilgrimage is   related to its use by pilgrims as a    
container to drink water from springs and streams. 
 

Another theory is that its popularisation as a symbol of the 
Camino came after the settlement of some merchants around the 
cathedral of Santiago in the Middle Ages; they sold the scallop shells 
that they took from the  Galician Sea as a souvenir to the pilgrims. 
People also relate the Concha of Santiago to the time when the 
disciple went back to the Spanish peninsula by boat to bury the  
remains of St James.  

 

continued after weekly readings …... 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Apostles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santiago_de_Compostela


 

COLLECT:  
 

Merciful God, 

whose holy apostle Saint James, 

leaving his father and all that he had, 

was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ 

and followed him even to death: 

help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, 

to be ready at all times to answer your call without delay; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

 

PSALM 126  (For Morning Prayer) 

 

1.  When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,  

      then were we like those who dream. 

 

2.  Then was our mouth filled with laughter  

     and our tongue with songs of joy. 

 

3.  Then said they among the nations,  

     ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 

 

4.  The Lord has indeed done great things for us,  

     and therefore we rejoiced. 

 

5.  Restore again our fortunes, O Lord,  

     as the river beds of the desert. 
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6.  Those who sow in tears  

     shall reap with songs of joy. 

 

7.  Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed,  

     will come back with shouts of joy, bearing their sheaves with them. 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles        
 

Acts 11:27-12:2 
 

The Martyrdom of St James the Great 

 

27 At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them 

named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a       

severe famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of       

Claudius. 29 The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would 

send relief to the believers[a] living in Judea; 30 this they did, sending it to the     

elders by Barnabas and Saul.  12 About that time King Herod laid violent hands 

upon some who belonged to the church. 2 He had James, the brother of John, 

killed with the sword. 
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel Reader 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.) 
 

Matthew 20:20-28 
 

The mother of James and John asks that they might have pride of place in the      

Kingdom, but Jesus reminds us all that his Kingdom is one of love and service. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+11%3A27-12%3A2&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-27325a


20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and 

kneeling before him, she asked a favour of him. 21 And he said to her, ‘What do 

you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one at 

your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.’ 22 But Jesus answered, 

‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am 

about to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We are able.’ 23 He said to them, ‘You will     

indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine 

to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.’ 
24 When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus 

called them to him and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 

over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 26 It will not be so among 

you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, 27 and 

whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; 28 just as the Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 

 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

 

Almighty God, 

on the day of Pentecost 

you sent your Holy Spirit to the Apostles 

with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, 

filling them with joy and boldness to preach the Gospel: 

by the power of the same Spirit 

strengthen us to witness to your truth 

and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
AMEN. 



Continued from front page ….. 
The ship was lost and destroyed by an extreme storm and after a long period 
of time, St James’s body was found  undamaged and covered in scallop shells, 
along the seashore. 
 

They are also associated with one of the 23 miracles performed by St James. 
When St James cured a knight who suffered from a throat disease by putting a 
scallop on the affected area, word spread and people started to put scallops 
near their beds, hanging it on the  outside door, putting it near animals drinking 
place. 
In our Benefice, at Baptisms we give the family a scallop shell with the child’s 
name on it, and the date of their Baptism as a sign that at their baptism the 
child is starting on a new journey.   Happy St James’ day.   

Blessings to you all,                         Kate Wilson 
———————————————————————————————— 
OUT & ABOUT: Gary has a quieter week this week, and will be catching up 

on e-mails, visits, and other tasks connected with the formation of the new 

Parish.  Monday afternoon, wedding interviews.  Tuesday, Funeral and 

visits in Mudeford, with PCC in the evening.  Thursday, Staff Communion and 

Meeting in the morning, followed by other meetings during the day. 
 

AVC PCC MEETING : Following the Special Parochial Church Meeting, the 

first meeting of the newly formed PCC will take place on Tuesday 27th July at 

7pm on Zoom.   
 

WORSHIP IN JULY/AUGUST : Following the SPCM, consideration has 

been given to the arrangements for masks, singing, etc, for the next few weeks.  

Full details are on the AVC website and will be sent out with Partners email.  
 

BREAMORE CHURCH TABLE TOP SALE :  We are having a table top 

sale at Breamore House on 8th August from 10am-3pm.  This will be in aid of 

our church funds and we would be very grateful for any help either before or 

during the event.  We would be very pleased to accept many goods if possible, 

but no electrical appliances, and small pieces of furniture  would be very 

acceptable.  We would be grateful if any goods could be delivered to 36 St 

Georges Road, Fordingbridge SP6 1ES. Or delivered on the day to the 

event between 9am and 10am.  If there are any problems or offers of help 

please phone 01425 657650. Many thanks, Lynette Stanford,  PCC member. 
 

Zoom 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN  Please send all requests for prayer to  

prayer@avonvalleychurches.org.uk.  If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for 

those on the list and wish to become a prayer partner,  please email the above address. 



SUMMER CLUBS : Sadly we will not be able to run either Holiday at 

Home or Hale Holiday Club this year.  We are however, organising a one off 

event which will be great fun  -  see below for details. 
 

GAMES ON THE GREEN :  Everyone is welcome to join us for “Games 

on the Green” on Thursday 12th August from 2pm to 4pm on Hale Village 

Green.  An afternoon of fun and games for all, do join us (no need to book!)  

Contact Jo for more information on 07515 533685 or  

families@avonvalleychurches.org.uk  
 

JIGSAW JAMBOREE: Great news! We can go ahead with a different style 

Jigsaw event on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd October at St Mary’s 

Fordingbridge! If you already have completed puzzles on a board to 

donate, then we have 2 times set aside for you to bring them to St Mary’s 

Church Hall. Please bring them on either Sunday 29th August between 

11.15am (after the 10am service) until no later than 12.45pm, or on Tuesday 

31st August between 9.30am and 11.00am. Thank you. This year we cannot 

manage the vast number of puzzles on boards as previously and 31st August is 

the deadline drop off date for these.  

NB. No more board is being supplied at all. However, we still want your 

complete puzzles, bagged and in their boxes at a later date. It is complicated 

to explain (!) so please check out the separate leaflet, available with Partners 

and on the AVC website. Many thanks for your support. Viv Finch (01725 

512267) and Judith Dowsett (01425 650335). 
 

LEARNING HOW TO STREAM A SERVICE :  It would be very helpful 

to have one or two people from each Church who know how to livestream a 

Service.  We have a system called 'Faith Online', which means that it couldn't 

be simpler. I am running a training session this Sunday, July 25th, 5.00p.m., 

in St Mary's, Fordingbridge, (Evensong is at 6,00) for anyone who is willing 

to have a go - and there will be clear written instructions.  You will need a 

Smart Phone or Tablet/iPad, and, if you can, to have downloaded the free App 

'Mevo 2.0' - if you haven't done that, we can easily do it on the day (you won't 

be able to make the App work until you're near the camera, so don't worry 

about that).  Just turn up, or, if you want to know more, give me a call.  Gary. 
 

ACCESS TO ON-LINE WORSHIP : Our on-line services are available on 

our telephone line, 01425 543305, charged at your normal local rate. If you 

want to listen to live or recorded worship, it’s usually easier to put your 

phone onto speakerphone, so you can sit back and enjoy.  
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED : The Church Office will be closed on 

Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 July due to staff holiday. 



REFLECTION : Recently our televisions have been showing plenty of 

sport , football, cricket, tennis and golf all very skilfully played, competitive and 

passionate to both players and spectators alike. The coverage that have we 

have with our sport is phenomenal, the excitement of the goals, wickets, aces, 

and birdies all being played in our front rooms. We also have the pundits, ex-

players themselves , painting a picture of what could or should have happened.  
 

But what about the infringements and fouls, decisions have to be made often 

in a split second, with the outcome being correct. The viewers at home have 

the luxury of a video replay which often shows a different result than first 

thought, however all this has changed any doubts now are referred to 

VAR and replays with an independent judge. A step in the right direction I 

ask ?  
 

But of course skills and talents are Heaven sent, Our Heavenly Father         

advocates that all sport is to  be played in a fair and skilful manner and to be a 

reflection of fair play to all competitors.   
Michael Ireland 

AN ELIZABETHAN EVENING : Do join us on Saturday 11th 

September  in the beautiful surroundings of Hale church  for an authentic 

Elizabethan evening.  You will be serenaded by Renaissance recorders, lute, 

tambour and pipe players and madrigals.  There will also be a mock trial with 

interactive elements of Dr Faustus, Christopher Marlowe’s play. 

A simple, authentic supper is included in the ticket price of £25 with bar 

available.  All proceeds towards the upkeep of the church. 

Tickets available at:  Woodgreen Community shop, from Lynda Warne on 

01725 512805 or Lynda.warne@hotmail.co.uk or contact the church office 

office@avonvalleychurches.org  
 

HYDE SUPPER GROUP :  I am delighted to announce that we will be 

resuming our two-monthly Suppers at The Royal Oak North Gorley, on the 

evening of Wednesday 4th August.  Our Speaker will be Canon Nigel 

Coates.  This will be our 29th Supper, which was started in July 2015, and we 

have had a wide range of Speakers including the Bishop of Southampton, the 

History of Breamore House, Mission to Seafarers, Furzey Gardens, the 

Widow of Lt Col “H” Jones VC, and the Retired Dean of Lincoln Cathedral 
 

Our Ladies Night in March 2020 had to be cancelled at the last moment due 

to Covid, but I hope to resurrect it later this year, subject to our Speaker, 

Mark Smith, the Antiques Road Show Militaria Expert being available.  If you 

are interested in attending the forthcoming, or future, Suppers please contact 

John Lyon on 01425 652193 or email john.lyon5@btinternet.com 

mailto:office@avonvalleychurches.org
mailto:john.lyon5@btinternet.com
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Mon 26 9.00am 
Morning Prayer (Meeting ID: 157 

284 292, Password: 764200) 
On-line (Zoom) 

 All day Church Office closed  

Tue 27 All day Church Office closed  

 7.00pm PCC meeting On-line (Zoom) 

Wed 28 9.00am Morning Prayer (details as Monday) On-line (Zoom) 

Thur 29 7.30pm Bellringing Fordingbridge 

Sat 31 10.00am The Saturday Conversation On-line 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook,  Website or Faith Online 

Mon to Fri 10.00am Thought for the Day   

 

Sunday 1Aug 
 

8.15am 
 

Holy Communion + streamed Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Morning Service Breamore 

 10.00am Allsorts Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion Hale 

 10.00am Holy Communion + streamed Hyde 

 11.30am 
 

Baptism - Scarlett Bysouth Fordingbridge 

 

 

Sunday 25 July  8.15am Holy Communion Breamore 

 10.00am Sung Communion Fordingbridge 

 10.00am Holy Communion + streamed Hyde 

 10.00am Holy Communion Woodgreen 

 10.45am C of E Morning Service Sandleheath 

 12.30pm Baptism - Monty Staff Breamore 

 5.00pm “How to stream a service” Fordingbridge 

 6.00pm Evensong Fordingbridge 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO VISITORS 
Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : Office@AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  or call 01425 653163 

                      Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk  
Printed on recycled paper 


